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His Majeſties Letters cothe Biſhop 
of London and the Lord Mayor. 


— 


Tothe Right Reverend Father in God, Our 
Right Truſty and Well-beloved Counſellor, 
HENRY Biſhop of London. 


CHARLES R: 


Ight Reverend Father in God, Our Right truſty and 
Well-beleved Counſellor, We greet you well. Where- 
as We are given to underſtand that a great number 
of Perſons and whole Families of Proteſtants in the 
Kingdom of France have lately withdrawn them- 

ſelves from thence to avoid thoſe hardſhips and extremities which 

are brought upon them there for the ke of their Religion, and 
have betaken themſelves intothis Our Kingdom as a place of re 
fuge, where they may enjoy the liberty and ſecurity of their Per- 
ſons and Conſciences. And whereas moſt of them,if not all, having 
been forced to abandon their native abodes and accommodations 
in haſte and confuſion, muſt needs be in a great meaſure deſticute 
of means for their preſent ſubſiſtence and relief: We being touched 
witha true ſenſe and compaſſion of their deplorable condition, and 
looking upon them not only as diſtreſſed Strangers, but chiefly as 
perſecuted Proteſtants, very deſious toextend Our Royal Favour, 
and protetion towards them, not doubting but all Our good and 
loving Subjects will be alſo willing and forward on. their parts to 
afford them what helps and comforts they can in this their 
day of Afﬀfiition. We do therefore in very eſpecial manner re- 
commend their caſe unto your pious confideration and care, here- 
by requiring you forthwith to give Directions unto all the Cler- 
gy of Our City of London and parts adjacent, that in their ſolemn 

Congregations upon the next Lords day, or as ſoon as may be poſ- 

fible, they repreſent the ſad ſtate of theſe poor People,and by the 

moſt effectual Arguments of Chriſtian charity excite their Pariſhi- 
oners to contribute treely towards the ſupply of their neceſſities. 

We ſhall not need to preſs you in this behalf, well knowing yo.:r 

Zeal in ſo good a work, which will be no leſs pleaſing to Us, than 

We are ſure it will be acceptable to Almighty God. And Our fur- 

ther pleaſure is, that you take care that the moneys ſo colledted 

( which We expect ſhould be forthwith retufted into your hands) 

be diſtributed in ſuch manner as may beſt anſwer thoſe ends, for 

which this colleRion is intended. And fo We bid you heartily - 
farewell. Given at Our Court at Windſor the 22: day of Fuly, 

1681. in the Three and Thirtieth year of OurReign., ... 


By his Majeſtics Command, 
L. Fenhins, 


To Our Right Truftly and Well-beloved Sir 
Patience Ward Knight, Lord Mayor of 
Our City of London. 


CHARLES R. 


Ight Truſty and Well-beloved We greet you well. 
Being given to underſtand that very many Prote- 
ſtants, and even whole Families, finding themſelves 
under great preſſures and perſecutions 1n the King- 
dom of France for the ſake of their Religion, have 

choſen rather to leave their native Country and conveniences 

than to hazard the ruine of their Conſctences , and therefore 
great numbers of them are come, and more are cndeavouring 
every day to come into this Kingdom for Shelter and Security. 

We are very deſirous that here they fhould not only meet wit! all 

kind reception, but alſo with that benevolence and charity which 

may in ſome reaſonable meaſure contribute towards their preſent 
relief and comfort in this their AﬀiQion. To which end 

We have ſignified Our pleaſure tothe Biſhop of London, requi- 

ring him to give direQions unto the _— thar Our City 

and places adjacent, to repreſent the ſad condition o! theſe poor 


People in their ſolemn Congregations , and alſo to excite their 
Pariſhioners to the free and chearful relief of their diſtreſſed 


Brethren, But as we cannot have too many hands : mployed in 

ſo good a werk, fo We have thought fit to recommend the ſame 

unto you alſo, that by your encouragement and end.avour Our 

good Subjeds inhabiting in that Our City may be induced and 

obliged io a more than ordinary demonſtration of their compaſ- 
fion and liberality on this occaſion. And {o We bid you heartily | 
farewel. Given at Our Court at Windſor the 22 day of July, 

i681. inthe Three and Thirtieth year of Our Reign. 


By his Majeſties Command, 


L. 7enkins, 
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